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and the masses, for which the Slavophils have blamed Peter the
Great, actually occurred half a century before his time, By joining
forces with the political and social protests, the religious protest
was increasing its strength tenfold, but this did not in any way
alter the fact that the principal cause of the breach was that of
conscience, In the middle of the seventeenth century the Russians
were made to revile that which for ages they had been taught to
hold sacred, But to the newly awakened conscience this change was
too abrupt, Therefore the masses refused to follow their leaders,
and left to themselves they began to struggle in the dark,